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Moreover, sacrifice which is painful is not worth the name.
That alone is true sacrifice which exalts an individual, gives him
peace and joy. Pleasures became painful to Lord Buddha and he
renounced them. Renunciation pleased him, hence he persisted
in it.
Withdrawal from Government schools is worth while only if
the student feels, at the end, a sense of relief at his freedom*
The parrot in a golden cage is safe from snakes and other
creatures. It gets its food regularly. Despite this, if the master
leaves the cage ajar, it would fly away to the branch of a tree and
would swing there with joy. It knows that with this independence
it would have to worry about its food and that it would be ex-
posed to the danger of snakes and large birds, but this does not
trouble it. That parrot's non-co-operation with the cage, with its
master, will live for ever because it looks upon renunciation, non-
co-operation, as a joy. It regards its master's fondness as selfish.
The comforts at the latter's place were like discomforts to it. The
parrot knew that freedom is beyond price. It was convinced
that a bejewelled cage was still a cage; hence, no sooner was it
opened than the parrot flew away.
Those students who left Government schools because they
regarded them as delusive snares will not return there even if they
appear to be made of gold and there are no independent schools
for them. Only students who have made such a sacrifice have
the right to stay out of Government schools. Non-co-operation was
suspended in order that those who have not realized its value
might have an opportunity to abandon it, and the stain or stigma
attached to such abandonment might be removed. We do not
benefit from a sacrifice which we find onerous and mistaken.
The Congress will remove its demand for such a sacrifice and
enable such students to freely attend Government schools.
However, those who find Government schools little better than
prisons will continue to shun them even until death, as long as we
have not won swaraj. Hence the problem for the students and other
non-co-operators remains what it was. The only difference now is
that those who felt bound by the Congress resolution are now free.
Those, however, who felt bound by their own conscience, to their
inner voice, will continue to be so bound*
Hence the distinction between Government education and
national education is illusory because it is not one of principle* The
principle involved that of flags, of authority. Rotis made in my
house and in another's are of the same material; but since the
latter has been cooked in someone else's home, taking it would